SYPC Forum
Welcome to the Sodbury and Yate Photographic Club discussion forum! Here is your handy guide
to getting you started using this part of the website.

Logging on
To log on to the forum, there is a link at the top of the main website (http://www.sypc.org.uk) called
Forum. Click on this link and it will take you to the publicly viewable part of the forum. At the time
this documentation was written, currently only the General Discussion area is viewable by someone
who has not logged on, and other areas of the forum will be hidden and inaccessible.

Above: Not logged in to the forum, basic access

Underneath the logo in the top left, click on the Login link, or, at the bottom of the page, there is a
login box that you can enter your user name and password. If you do not want to type in your
password every time, you can tell the forum to remember your details.
The forum will tell you if you have been successfully logged in, and will prompt you to continue.
Once you continue, you should see more areas of the forum available.
Please note: Not everyone will have access to all areas, for example there may be areas only
accessible to the committee, or for specific competitions such as the Kingswood Salver. As time
goes by and we identify the requirements of the club, these access permissions will be modified as
necessary.

Above: Logged in, access to more areas of the forum

Viewing and responding to discussions
Now that you are logged in, you can view the forums available to you. The forums are designed to
allow similar related topics to be grouped together, and most of the forums are self-explanatory as
to the types of discussions we are encouraging in that forum.
For example, click on the General Discussion forum, and you will see a list of topics which you can
read, and if desired, respond to with your own comments. If you wish to start a new topic, you will
be able to click on the New Topic button above or below the list of topics, and you will be prompted
for the necessary details to start a new topic.
To reply to an existing topic, view the topic you want to reply to, and you will be able to use the
Reply button at the top or bottom to make a comment.
If you want to reply to a specific comment within the topic, each comment has a quote button wich
will allow you to quote that reply.

Reporting spam or abusive posts
While we have made the best efforts possible to prevent spam posts, and we're all sensible adults,
there may be occasions where a post needs to be reported to a moderator. Each post has a red
exclamation mark on the bottom right which you can click and specify why you are reporting it.
The necessary action can then be taken by a moderator.

Above: A topic which shows 3 posts including one with a quote. You can also see the report button and the New Topic
and Post Reply buttons at the top of the page.

Further options
The forum has various options to allow an avatar (for example, the Spongebob image for when
hjones posts as above), adding signatures, notification options and various other display options.
Feel free to change these settings as desired, and if you have any problems or questions, please let
the Webmaster know.

